Alicia "Mimi" Dillon

JAN 24, 1920 - FEB 5, 2017

Scan to Visit

Rader

FUNERAL HOMES
OF LONGVIEW AND HENDERSON



Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3
Events Page 5
Tribute Wall Page 6

PAGE 2 OF 8



V4

Alicia "Mimi" Dillon

JAN 24, 1920 - FEB 5, 2017

G od gave the world a gift and he called her back home on Feb 5th, 2017. Alicia
Dillon, The Queen of Ballroom Dancing, waltzed through heaven’s gates and
will dance eternally with the angels in our heavenly kingdom. As a ball room dance
instructor,

her impact was beyond measure touching and changing the lives of countless
students. Alicia had the greatest impact on her family. She was bold and strong of
character. She was a wife, a sister, a mother and a Mimi.

Alicia was born in 1920 in Laredo, Mexico and raised in Port Arthur, TX. She has been a resident
of Longview since the 1950’s. She is survived by her husband Jay D. Dillon. Her children include
Gilbert Hernandez Jr. and wife Rita, John Hernandez and wife Lillian, Sylvia Miller, Cynthia
Warren and husband Kenneth and Harry Cantrell and wife Karen. Her legacy will live on through
her 5 children, 18 grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren and 2 great-great-grandchildren.

Blessed with natural dancing ability, Alicia was an accomplished and award winning dancer and
instructor for Arthur Murray Studios. She met and became close friends with Arthur Murray and
taught his instructors for over 20 years. She also spent time working as Dance Director at Fred
Astaire Studios in Houston. She moved to Longview in the 1950’s where she began to make her
mark on East Texas by teaching dance classes and private lessons. She opened Alicia’s Latin
Quarter Supper Club and later Alicia’s Ballroom Dance Club. She was also active in her
community. She was philanthropic and lived a benevolent life supporting many charities in
Longview and across East Texas.

Alicia did so much more than teach people to dance; she made a difference in people’s lives. She
was a light that guided people to realize their inner strength. Through her teaching, she helped
people build confidence and learn to believe in themselves. She blessed the world with wisdom,
love and relentless encouragement. She helped people unlock their greatness. She was and always
will be immensely loved, strongly admired and greatly respected by her friends and family.
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Obituary Alicia "Mimi" Dillon

JAN 24,1920 - FEB 5, 2017

She will be deeply missed but her spirit will live on through the profound influence she has had
on her students, family and friends.

A mass of Christian burial will be held at 11 am, Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Longview. Interment will follow in the mausoleum at Lakeview Memorial

Gardens. Visitation will be Tuesday from 5-7pm at Rader Funeral Home in Longview with a
Recitation of the Rosary following the visitation.
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Events Alicia "Mimi" Dillon

JAN 24,1920 - FEB 5, 2017

Visitation
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5247093,-94.7431954
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5247093,-94.7431954
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5323359,-94.7383204
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.4943708,-94.8263937

Tribute Wall Alicia "Mimi" Dillon

JAN 24,1920 - FEB 5, 2017

Diane Villyard Johnson sent a virtual gift in honor of Alicia.

Cindy, Ken, Kenneth & Candy, We are just discovering the news of the loss of your

sweet Mother and Mimi. Though | did not know her personally, | remember her 71
beautiful "presence" when | saw her with you. Her beauty and grace will always be
remembered. Our prayers are with you all as you remember the memories you

shared with her. Love and Prayers,Diane & Merritt Johnsonand Ryan

March 10 at 5:52 AM

Diane Villyard Johnson lit a candle in honor of Alicia.

March 10 at 5:25 AM

Jo Anne Jordan posted:

Sending heartfelt sympathy in the loss of your loved one. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Much
love, Melvin and Jo Anne Jordan

February 8 at 5:23 PM

Wm.&Janet Martin posted:

What a great lady! Cousin, we are so sorry you have lost your dancing partner. Our deepest
sympathies to you and to her children!William and Janet Martin

February 7 at 3:25 PM

Carter Tucker posted:

Dear FamilySo Very Very Sorry to learn of Sweet Alicia's passingShe made SUCH a Lasting
Impression on me that | continue to feel to this very dayGod Bless You Alland may God Bless and
Welcome Her Sweet Spirit Home

February 7 at 12:19 PM
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A § Tribute Wall Alicia "Mimi" Dillon

JAN 24,1920 - FEB 5, 2017

Libby Bunch lit a candle in honor of Alicia.

| 74

February 7 at 7:48 AM

@ Libby Bunch February 7 at 7:50 AM
Sending condolences for your loss. | know much you love her Prayers for the family.

Julie Oyen posted:

Sending our heartfelt sympathy and condolences for your loss. Mimi was an amazing women who
touched the lives of many people. Her beautiful smile and spirit will always be remembered. -Julie
Rigsby Oyen and Family

February 7 at 4:42 AM

Anonymous sent a Heavenly Heights Bouquet to the Dillon family.

February 6 at 4:20 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Alicia by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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